
The Guild Goes to Milan 
Venice and Trieste

May 17-28, 2019

La Scala Opera House, Milan

The Lyric 
Opera Guild 
always has an 
exciting trip to 
Europe each year 
under the leader-
ship of our friends 
Rob and Barbara 
Seaver, and we 
think our trip for 
2019 will be one of 
the best. 

This trip will begin with a tour and an 
operatic performance at what many opera 
lovers consider to be the inner sanctum of 
opera, Italy’s most famous opera house, 
La Scala, in Milan. We will also do a bit 
of touring  in Milan and see Leonardo da 
Vinci’s masterpiece “The Last Supper.” 
Then we will continue on to Donizetti’s 
hometown of Bergamo for a visit to the 

St. Mark's Square, Venice

Donizetti house 
and museum, 
considered one 
of the best muse-
ums dedicated to 
an Italian com-
poser. 

Most of the 
trip, however, 
will take place 
in the Veneto 
and in the color-

ful and exciting city of Venice.  In one of 
the world’s most amazing cities we will 
see two operas at the historic La Fenice 
theater and hear at least one other music 
performance in Venice. While in this lovely 
fairytale city with its spectacular canals and 
stage-set vistas at every turn, we will be 
visiting numerous museums and churches 
housing some of the greatest art in the 

world. The trip will 
continue to the ut-
terly charming small 
city of Ljubljana, 
the capital of neigh-
boring Slovenia, 
where we will visit 
a beautiful jewel-
box opera house 
and attend a Tchai-
kovsky ballet. You 
will be enchanted 
by this lovely small 
city with its vibrant 
street life. 



St. Mark's Cathedral, Venice

Finally, the trip concludes in the col-
orful port city of Trieste at the top of the 
Adriatic Sea, which has its own outstand-
ing operatic tradition. 

Here are our plans:
Friday, May 17, 2019. We depart from 

Kansas City, fly to Europe overnight, and 
arrive in Milan, Italy the following morn-
ing and check into our centrally located 
hotel.

Saturday, May 18, 2019. This after-
noon we will have a brief walking tour of 
central Milan and tour the famous La Scala 
opera house before enjoying a 
special welcoming dinner.

Sunday, May 19, 2019. We 
will visit the Brera Museum 
today and see Leonardo da 
Vinci’s iconic Last Supper before 
enjoying a group lunch at one of 
the city’s many fine restaurants.  
In the evening we will attend a 
performance of Mozart’s Idome-
neo at La Scala. The opera will 
be conducted by the legendary 
Christoph von Dohnanyi and 
feature some of Italy’s finest 
singers.

Monday, May 20, 2019. This morning 
we will depart Milan for the approximately 
one-hour and fifteen-minute drive to Ber-
gamo, the birthplace of the famed bel canto 
composer Gaetano Donizetti. We will visit 
Donizetti’s birthplace and the Donizetti 
Museum, a fine tribute to this significant 
opera composer. After a delightful lunch in 
Bergamo, we will see a bit of this charming 
city and then head on to the Villa Frances-
chi, our luscious hotel in the town of Mira, 
along the famed Brenta Canal just outside 
of Venice.

Tuesday, May 21, 2019. We will take 
a charming boat trip into Venice, travel-
ing beneath the historic Rialto Bridge and 
landing at St. Mark’s Square. Today we 
will have a walking orientation tour of one 
of the most remarkable and improbable cit-
ies in world history. We will enjoy a group 
lunch and then everyone will have some 
free time in the afternoon before we attend 
a musical performance in the evening.

Wednesday, May 22, 2019. This day 
will allow you free time to explore the 
charms of Venice on your own. Perhaps 
you will want to visit the famous Palazzo 
Ducale (Doge’s Palace), or do some shop-
ping (Venetian glassware, anyone?). Those 
who wish will go on an optional tour 
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guided by Rob Seaver to some of the re-
markable small churches in Venice, includ-
ing a visit to San Giorgio degli Schiavoni 
(St. George of the Slavs) where Carpaccio’s 
masterpieces are on view. We will enjoy a 
group lunch and in the evening attend a 
performance of Verdi’s Aida at the fabu-
lous and historic La Fenice opera house, 
restored to 
its former 
beauty a 
decade or so 
ago after it 
was virtually 
destroyed by 
fire. 

Thurs-
day, May 23, 
2019. Today 
Rob Seaver 
will lead us 
on a visit to 
some of the 
outstanding 
museums in Venice housing wonderful art 
from the Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque 
periods. We will also tour the historic St. 
Mark’s Cathedral with its spectacular 
collection of gold artifacts.  We will return 
to the Villa Franceschi for a superb group 
dinner.

Friday, May 24, 2019. This will be our 
last day in Venice. Some of you may wish 
to join Rob Seaver on an optional tour to 
the nearby island of Murano, for centuries 
the center of glass production in the world 
and still the center of art glass manufacture 
in the world. This evening we will be going 
to La Fenice to see Puccini’s final opera, 
Turandot. 

Saturday, May 25, 2019. Today we 
will depart Venice for the journey to the 
charming medieval city of Ljubljana in the 
neighboring country of Slovenia. Ljubljana 
is centered along the winding Ljubljanica 
River, lined with outdoor cafes, which 

divides the city's old town from its com-
mercial hub. We will enjoy a group lunch, 
tour Ljubljana’s charming opera house, 
considered to be among Europe’s hidden 
operatic gems, and attend a performance 
that evening of Tchaikovsky's classic ballet 
Swan Lake. We will stay overnight at the 
wonderful new Intercontinental Hotel in 

Ljubljana.
Sun-

day, May 
26, 2019. 
Today we 
will journey 
along the 
northern 
coast of the 
Adriatic to 
colorful and 
cosmopoli-
tan Italian 
port city 
of Trieste. 
Along the 

way we will stop at the Miramar Castle 
built by Archduke Ferdinand when Trieste 
was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
The historic city of Trieste is located on the 
beautiful Gulf of Trieste. Italian, Austro-
Hungarian and Slavic influences are all evi-
dent in the city’s layout, which encompass-
es a medieval old city and a neoclassical 
Austrian quarter. Upon our arrival we will 
enjoy an orientation tour by Rob Seaver 
and visit some of Trieste’s most interesting 
sights including the performing arts mu-
seum and Teatro Verdi, Trieste's beautiful 
neoclassical opera house. We plan to attend 
an opera in Trieste, but the schedule for the 
opera in Trieste is not yet available so we 
do not yet know the exact performance.

Monday, May 27, 2019. Today we 
depart from Trieste to return to the Veneto 
where we will visit the Villa Pisani, the 
last and greatest of the Palladian villas 
along the Brenta Canal. In the afternoon 
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Tour Cost:
Land Arrangements  ..............................$6,300
Airfare from and to Kansas City  .......$1,600
Total  ..........................................................$7,900
Added single supplement (if you want a 
single room at the hotels).................... $1,250

Notes: 
1.  Our deposit amount for this trip is higher 
than usual because we have to purchase 
tickets early to be assured of good seats.
2.  The air fare quote is based upon prices 
as of the time this brochure is distributed. If 
we are delayed in purchasing the fare, it is 
subject to airline price increases.

If you have any questions about the 
arrangements in Europe, please call 
our tour guide, Rob Seaver, at (203) 

286-9542 or e-mail him at 
seaver1952@gmail.com. If your 
questions are about the airline 

arrangements or financial 
payments, please call Don 

Dagenais at (816) 444-7407 (home), 
(816) 460-5715 (office) or (816) 665-

8293 (mobile) or e-mail him at 
ddagenais503@gmail.com. Thanks!

Cancellation Policy
Your deposit and reservation constitute a con-

tract for you to go on this trip.  Upon receiving your 
deposit we will expend substantial sums to pay 
for your costs of this trip.  If you must cancel, you 
will still owe the balance of the trip charge, but we 
will return whatever portion of your trip costs we 
are able to recover. We strongly recommend trip 
cancellation insurance to protect your investment 
in this trip.  Please call your travel agent or check 
with trip insurance providers online.  

RESERVATIONS – Milan Venice Trieste (please print legibly)

Full Names (as on passport): _________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
Phone: (____) ________________ E-mail address: _______________________________________
Date(s) of birth (required by airlines): ___________________________________________________
[check one]   □ Single Room   □ Double Room, sharing with _________________________________
Any special dietary restrictions? _______________________________________________________
 To reserve your spot on this trip, please send this form and a deposit of $2,500 per person 
by September 1, 2018. The reason for this deposit is that we will be spending considerable amounts 
to purchase airline and opera tickets well in advance of the trip.  These trips often sell out quickly, so 
reservations will be taken in the order checks are received.  Your sending of a check constitutes a con-
tract for you to join this trip. The remainder of your payment will be due on January 15, 2019. Please 
make your check payable to Lyric Opera Guild Trips and mail it to Don Dagenais, 5401 Brookside 
Blvd. # 503, Kansas City, MO 64112. If you wish to make your own air arrangements, let us know and 
we will deduct the air fare from your final payment (see trip cost summary above).

you can enjoy strolling through the 
town of Mira or enjoying the hotel’s 
new Olympic-style swimming pool 
or just resting.  In the evening we will 
enjoy a fabulous farewell dinner at the 
exceptional restaurant in our wonder-
ful hotel.

Tuesday, May 28, 2019. This 
morning we board our flight in Venice 
for the return trip to Kansas City.

This should be a magnificent trip 
full of wonderful music performances, 
glorious architecture, wonderful 
history and spectacular artwork. We 
hope you can join us!


